LAS VEGAS ACADEMY

World Jazz Studies Course Expectations

2010-2011
Teacher Patrick Bowen and Logan Biles Department Music
  Course World Jazz Studies


Website: lvajazzband.com Phone: 702-799-7800 ext 4051

A detailed description of expectations for Jazz students is in the Music Handbook, which is passed out to every student at the beginning of the year. E-Mail Pfbowen@Interact.ccsd.net

I.
COURSE SCOPE

A.
Course Description.

Jazz Band explores a variety of jazz styles and techniques through ensemble rehearsal and performance. The class is arranged to assist young musicians who are interested in developing their ability to play and read jazz literature.  Individual playing progress will be enhanced through scale technique, rhythmic exercises, improvisation, memorization, and listening to recordings and live performances,  Emphasis will be placed on fundamentals and providing each student with a variety of performing experiences. A progression of technical proficiency is expected. The importance of sustained group and individual practice is stressed.  This course may be repeated for credit. There is a $40.00 lab fee for the entire year for every student to assist in music purchases and equipment repair.

B.
Textbooks & Materials.

1.
Berg, Shelly.  Chop Monster 1.  JF Fraser Collection, 1998.

2.
Various sheet music for rehearsals and performances.

3.
Warm-Ups

4.
Fingering Charts

5. Handouts.

6. CD’s

7. Charlie Parker’s Omnibook
8. Smart Music

II.
COURSE OUTLINE - See Curriculum Map

III.
GRADING POLICY

A.
Grading Scale:  A=90-100; B=80-89; C=70-79; D=60-69; F=0-59.

B.
Description of Grading Procedures for quarter grades.  Students must exhibit proper sitting and playing position to receive above a 70% in any category except Concert Critique.

1.
20% - Participation, Rehearsal & Performance Etiquette, Guidelines for Successful Performance.

a.
Participation.

1.
Attendance.

2.
Homework 

a.
Music students should average 1 hour of practice per day.  Practice all music in the folder as well as a solo selected by you and your teachers.  Be prepared for music checks, tests, clinics, sectionals, and playing quizzes.  All individual parts must be prepared to the grade of an "A" or "B", otherwise student participation in performances may be limited.  Chair assignment may be impacted as a result of music that is not ready at prescribed times during each quarter. 

b.
Music theory assignments.

3.
Have your music each day.  All music must be returned upon request.

b.
Rehearsal & Performance Etiquette (Code of Conduct).

1.
Be On time.

2.
Be Prepared.  Have the correct equipment for your instrument (pencil, music, instrument, reed, mouthpiece, mutes, sticks, music stand, notebook, etc) and be mentally prepared with a positive attitude.  Instrument must be in correct playing condition.

3.
Be Courteous.

4.
Pay attention.  Follow all verbal & visual directions from directors, paraprofessionals, and student leaders.

5.
Be respectful to yourself and others.  This includes the property of CCSD, LVA,  and your classmates.  

6.
Correct posture, sitting position, hand position, & finger position.

2.
50% - Tests, (Scale quizzes, Listening sheets, Jazz history, Ear Training, Jazz Theory, and Playing tests). 

3.
10% -Dress Rehearsals all dress rehearsals are co-curricular.  Students with an unapproved absence from a dress rehearsal will not be allowed to play the concert following the dress rehearsal.  An unapproved absence from a dress rehearsal is grounds for a "U" in citizenship.

4.
10% - Performances all performances are co-curricular. Students must dress properly and be “in character” to receive a performance grade above 70%.  An unapproved absence from a performance is grounds for a "U" in citizenship.
5.
10% - Peer Reviews.  LATE LISTENING SHEETS AND PEER REVIEWS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!
C.
Citizenship

1.
"E"  - No un-excused tardies to class, dress rehearsals, or concerts.  Receive an "A" or "B" in each area of the grading scale and perfect attendance at all concerts, dress rehearsals, and sectionals. All makeup work must be turned in and accounted for.

2.
"U"  - Students who are disruptive; or have unapproved absences to sectionals, dress rehearsals, and/or performances; excessive unapproved tardies/absences, or do not turn in make up work for missed assignments. Any students receiving a “U” in citizenship are ineligible to be in Jazz 2 and 3 and travel.

3.
“N” – Needs improvement: Disruptive behavior, tardy or out of dress for sectionals, dress rehearsals, and/or performances, lack of cooperation with peers and/or director. Students receiving a “N” in citizenship are subject to be lowered into Jazz 1 and subject to be ineligible for Jazz 2 and 3.

4.
"S"  - All other students will receive an "S" in citizenship.

See LVA Citizenship Rubric for a detailed list of requirements.

D.
Basis for Semester Grade.

The 1st quarter grade counts 45%.  Second quarter grade counts 45%.  Final Exam/Jury counts 10%.  The average of these 3 grades equals the semester grade.

E.
Make-up Procedures.

1.
Upon return from an absence, the student is required to initiate contact in writing with their teacher within 3 days to obtain appropriate make-up work.  

2.
Work must be turned in within 3 days after receiving the assignment.  

3.
Failure to turn in make-up work will result in a zero for that particular assignment.

4.
Completed make up work for dress rehearsals and performances will receive a maximum grade of 85%.

IV.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

A.
Assertive Discipline Plan.

1.
Lowered grade for Participation.

2.
Parent contact.

3.
Alternative assignment/Detention and possible loss of chair

4.
Discipline referral or counselor intervention.

5.
Loss of privilege to perform with the group.

6.
Removal from the group.

B.
Daily class materials.  See music handbook under “Rehearsal/Performance Etiquette” for detailed list.

1.
Instrument.

2.
Music and a folder or 3 ring binder.

3. Pencil, paper, metronome, and tuner.

4.
LVA music stand for school use only and a personal music stand for home practice.

5.
Equipment - Valve or key oil, cleaning cloth, mutes, screw driver (woodwinds, horns, valve trombone), cork grease or slide cream, water bottle for trombones, neck straps, etc.

6.
Instruments should be in excellent working condition.  All slides, valves, and keys should work properly.  Corks and pads should seal and be in good condition.

7.
Percussionists - Stick caddie, snare drum jazz sticks, brushes, timpani, xylophone, marimba, & bell mallets.

9. Daily Planner – Students must keep a calendar to track all activities for jazz band classes.

C.
Tardy Policy. Students will be considered tardy if they are not in their assigned seats with proper equipment within three minutes after the tardy bell rings.  Excused tardies must have a legitimate pass.  Any student with an unexcused tardy will be sent to the dean’s office with a Tardy Referral Form.  (See LVA Student Handbook Page 43)  Unexcused tardies will result in lowered participation grades.  All tardy students (excused and unexcused) must sign the tardy logbook.  Unexcused students more than 30 minutes late will be marked absent.
1st unexcused tardy - Warning

2nd unexcused tardy – After School or Lunch Detention.

3rd unexcused tardy – After School or Lunch Detention

4th unexcused tardy - RPC (required parent conference)

5th unexcused tardy – Formal suspension of one (1) day. 

D.
Students must request a Corridor Pass any time they leave the room during the period.
E.
No food or drink will be allowed in any room of the music department.  Water is permitted but it must be obvious to the teacher.  Use of vending machines will not be allowed during class time.

F.
Behavior expectations during rehearsals and performances.

1.
There will be no talking without permission.

2.
There will be no playing without permission.

3.
Students should stay in their seats at all times.

4.
Follow verbal and visual instruction.

5.
Abide by rules for rehearsal & performance etiquette (Code of Conduct).

G.
CCSD & LVA Dress Code & Behavior Code will be enforced at all times - trips included.

H.
Behavior expectations at the beginning and end of class.

1.
Be in your seats ready to start class 3 minutes after the tardy bell rings.

2.
Students may warm-up quietly at the beginning of class while in their assigned seats.  Review long tones, scales, multiple tonguing, and difficult sections in your music.

3.
Stop playing as soon as the podium is occupied.

4.
The class will stop 2-5 minutes early to put instruments away, organize and clean room.

5.
Students will not leave the room until the bell rings.

I.
Care of the property of the school and other students and teachers.

1.
Abuse or theft of CCSD property or the property of others will be grounds to be sent to the deans’ office for disciplinary measures.

2.
Inform your director when abuse or theft occurs.

V.
MUSIC POLICY

A.
Write your name on each piece of music in pencil.

B.
Make all changes and corrections in pencil.

C.
Tape pages together if music is more than one page long.

D.
Keep your music in a folder or binder.

E.
Music will be turned in when requested and a replacement charge will be imposed for all music lost or damaged.

F.
It is the student's responsibility to replace lost music immediately.   See the director. 

G.
Master parts are not to be used.

VI.
MISCELLANEOUS

A.
Jazz Band Uniform - Supplied by the student.  Sneakers, tennis shoes, etc. are not acceptable.  

1.
Boys - Black suit (tux okay), black dress shoes, any long tie, white collared shirt, black socks, and black dress shoes.  There should be no white on shoes.

2.
Girls - Black suit (no tails & must be designed for females) or a black knee length dress.  

B.
Informal Band Uniform - All students should purchase a music shirt representing their group.  The shirt will be worn for all informal performances and as a travel uniform.

C.
Students using school instruments are responsible for all repairs and upkeep of that instrument.  Instruments must be returned at the request of the director.

D,
Student use of the copy machine is limited to the band librarians.

E.
WE DO NOT LOAN MUSIC STANDS FOR HOME USE.

VII.
STUDY SKILLS

A.
DO EACH AND EVERY ASSIGNMENT.

B.
Practice at least an hour every day.  Be consistent.

C.
Let your director know well in advance any time you cannot fulfill your obligations.

D.
Keep a daily planner and consult it before leaving home, during each class, and before leaving school.

E.
Let your parents and employers know well in advance of any obligations.

F.
Get plenty of rest, pay attention, and participate in class activities.
I have read and understand the policies and procedures as outlined in the 

Course Expectations for World Jazz Studies  

Please sign below and return to instructor.

Student  



                      Print first and last name


Student  
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Date

Parent (Guardian) 





                      
Signature
Date
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